EVERYZ)NE
(e

By,
N\ NGO COALITION o
) SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Concept Notes

“MOBILIZING CIVIL SOCIETY FOR BOLD SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT”

Restitution of the Second World Social Summit (SWSS) on Social Development Outcome

The SDK Conference Center, Senegambia, The Gambia, October 12-16, 2026.
Theme: “Pathway and Partnerships for the Future after 30 years.”
1. Background and Rationale:

Global progress toward social development remains uneven, with widening
inequalities, persistent poverty, and growing social exclusion impacting vulnerable
populations across the world. In response, the Second World Summit on Social
Development (SWSS) reaffirmed global commitments to inclusive development,
social protection, and human well-being. The upcoming 2025 Doha Outcome for
Social Development will guide the next phase of global action.

Civil society plays an essential role in ensuring that these commitments translate into
tangible, accountable action. However, many regions lack coordinated platforms
through which civil society actors can align their efforts, exchange knowledge, and
monitor the progress of national and global commitments.

To address this gap, the NGO Coalition for Social Development, in partnership with
the NGO Affairs Agency within the Ministry of Lands, Regional Government, and
Religious Affairs in The Gambia, proposes a Regional Workshop for the Restitution of
the SWSS in Senegambia (12-16 October 2026). This convening will strengthen
grassroots solidarity, expand regional coherence, and pave the way for collective civil
society engagement in implementing and monitoring the Doha Outcome.

2. Purpose of the Workshop

The workshop aims to:

¢ Unite civil society stakeholders in advancing social development priorities in
alignment with the SWSS and the 2025 Doha Outcome.

e Develop a Civil Society Framework of Action (CSFA) to guide regional
monitoring, reporting, and advocacy efforts.

e Launch “NGO-Common Space,” an annual civil society initiative designed to
mobilize, connect, and amplify collective action.

e Strengthening grassroots resilience and coherence across sectors and regions
by creating a collaborative platform for knowledge exchange.

¢ Highlight ongoing civil society initiatives and connect them with global
advocacy campaigns and development processes.
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3. Significance of the Event

The workshop will be a historic gathering of more than 900 international social
development experts from government, civil society, academia, communities, and
multilateral institutions. It represents a unique opportunity to:

4.

Build a unified civil society voice on global social development.

Promote accountability of leaders and decision-makers on SWSS
commitments.

Create lasting partnerships that strengthen national, regional, and global
advocacy ecosystems.

Ensure marginalized groups—including indigenous peoples, persons with
disabilities, women, youth, and people of African descent—are actively
represented in shaping social development agendas.

Expected Participants:

The event will welcome:

Parliamentarians and government officials

UN agencies and international organizations

Civil society organizations and NGOs

Indigenous and First Nation communities

Persons with disabilities, seniors, people of African descent
Youth, women, and child advocates

Academics, social workers, and researchers

Religious leaders and community figureheads

Trade union representatives

Human rights defenders and development activists

Participation will reflect geographical, demographic, and sectoral diversity.

5.

Expected Outcomes:

Civil Society Framework of Action (CSFA): A structured mechanism to monitor,
evaluate, and report government progress on commitments to the 2025 Doha
Outcome.

Launch of NGO-Common Space: A recurring platform for dialogue, knowledge
exchange, advocacy coordination, and global solidarity.

Strengthened Regional Networks: New partnerships and collaborations have
been formed to support ongoing social development processes.

Enhanced Advocacy Capacity: Participants are equipped with tools, strategies,
and a shared understanding to influence national and global social
development agendas.

Documented Recommendations: Consolidated civil society input to inform
regional and global policy discussions, including future World Summits on
Social Development.
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Proposed Activities:

Plenary sessions on the SWSS outcomes and the 2025 Doha commitments
Technical breakout sessions focused on thematic social development priorities
Multistakeholder dialogues and policy roundtables

A launch ceremony for the NGO-Common Space initiative

Drafting sessions for the Civil Society Framework of Action (CSFA)

Exhibition spaces showcasing NGO initiatives, campaigns, and community
innovations

Networking events and regional caucus meetings

Venue and Timing:

The workshop will take place in Senegambia, The Gambia, from 12-16 October 2026.
Hosting the event will provide high visibility, strategic partnerships, and
opportunities for cross-sector engagement.

8.

Partners and Collaborators:

NGO Coalition for Social Development (Lead)

the NGO Affairs Agency within the Ministry of Lands, (Local Host
Azerbaijan NGO Global South Coalition (Co-host)

Regional civil society platforms and networks

UN agencies and international institutions

National governments, local authorities, and community organizations\

Additional partners will be invited to contribute through sponsorships, technical
support, and outreach.

9.

Key Activities:

Plenary sessions on SWSS outcomes and implications of the Doha Outcome.
Breakout working groups to draft the CSFA.

Launch ceremony of the NGO-Common Space initiative.

Policy dialogues involve governments, UN agencies, and civil society.
Exhibition and innovation space to showcase NGO solutions.

Networking forums for regional collaboration.

Please visit: www.ngocsocd.org
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10. . Budget Overview (Indicative Summary)
A detailed budget can be provided upon request.

Cost Category Description

Coordination & Facilitation Event management, technical staff,
rapporteurs

Travel & Accommodation Support for key speakers, grassroots
delegates

Venue & Logistics Conference hall, equipment, simultaneous
interpretation

Communications Outreach, branding, media relations,
documentation

Knowledge Products CSFA publication, recommendations
report, toolkit

NGO-Common Space Launch Branding, platform setup, digital tools

Estimated total: USD (to be finalized with donor input)

1. Why Donor Support Matters:

Your support will:

¢ Enableinclusive participation of marginalized groups and grassroots actors.

e Strengthen accountability on social development commitments across
regions.

e Create along-term platform for civil society engagement beyond one event.

e Contribute to reducing global social inequalities by empowering local
voices.

e Ensure that the Doha Outcome translates into measurable impact for
communities.

This workshop represents a historic milestone in advancing people-centered
development and global solidarity.

12. Conclusion:

The Regional Restitution Workshop of the Second World Summit on Social
Development represents a critical milestone in strengthening the global civil
society movement. By building cooperation, launching the NGO-Common Space
initiative, and developing the Civil Society Framework of Action, the event will
empower civil society to actively monitor, shape, and accelerate social
development commitments at all levels.

This convening will foster resilience, solidarity, and coherence—laying a foundation

for long-term collaboration and meaningful progress toward inclusive social
development worldwide.
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