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“Shine a spotlight on the Unsung Heroes”.

The One Billion “Earth Hours Award” is a flagship global civil society initiative designed to
identify, recognize, and scale the work of 10 million grassroots changemakers, contributing one
billion verified hours of climate action and social development by 2030. Verified hours refer to
documented and independently confirmed hours of climate and social actions performed by
individuals or groups, as validated by accredited certifying organizations.

The inaugural Red-Carpet edition of the Earth Hour Award will be officially launched with a Gala
event at the SDK Convention Center, The Gambia, on October 16, 2026, coinciding with the
week of the Global NGO Restitution of the 2025 Doha Declaration for Social Development. This
event will serve as a distinctive gathering, for the exemplification of more than 1,000 certifying
organizations, 200 distinguished individuals, 70 Goodwill Ambassadors, and 30 lifetime achievers
from across the globe.

These awardees are OU T -S T A N D I N G individuals and institutions that have embodied
social and climate core values such as; care, compassion, transparency, accountability, courage
and integrity in serving humanity and the planet genuinely. This honor not only recognizes their
significant contributions but also provides recipients with increased visibility and access to
valuable resources, empowering them to further amplify their impact.

This initiative is closely aligned with several Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), specifically
Goals 1, 5,7, 11, 13, 15, and 17, as well as the objectives outlined in the Paris Agreement. By
integrating these frameworks, it demonstrates a strong commitment to sustainable development
and climate action. The Earth Hour Award event will be officially observed annually, coinciding
with significant global dates such as World Humanitarian Day (WHD)on August 19, World
Environment Day (WED) on June 5, UNFCCC COP every November, International Earth Day,
and UNCSOCD every February etc. These commemorations serve to reinforce the initiative’s
dedication to advancing global sustainability and environmental stewardship.

We invite you to join us in supporting these exceptional honorees who distinguish themselves
through their unique approach and meaningful impact. These individuals and organizations are
recognized not only for their innovative methods but also for their commitment to quantifying
grassroots change by verifying and meticulously recording the service hours contributed by local
communities. This measurable and transparent system shines a spotlight on the real,
tangible efforts made at the grassroots level. It underscores the importance of community-led
contributions, ensuring that every hour of service is acknowledged and celebrated. By validating
these efforts, we elevate the significance of collective action and inspire others to participate in
building a more sustainable future.

Powered by the NGO Coalition for Social Development and Partners, Gambia-2026 is designed
to be truly historic, memorable and fun! providing a platform to share incredible stories of
volunteerism, heroism, bravery, and exceptional devotion.

Let’s build a global movement rather than serving as a one-time award.
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