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INTRODUCTION 
WELCOME TO A STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP 

 

In 1946, shortly after the United Nations was 
founded, a pivotal development occurred: the formal 
recognition of non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) by the UN. This landmark moment, marked 
by ECOSOC Resolution 1296, established a 
framework that allowed NGOs to engage directly 
with the UN, offering their expertise, advocacy, and 
grassroots perspectives. What began as a modest 
collaboration has evolved into a profound 
partnership, with NGOs now standing as essential 
allies in the UN's mission to foster international 
peace, security, and development. 

As we approach the 30th anniversary of the 
Copenhagen Declaration and its transformative plan 
of action, it is a moment to reflect on the significant 
strides made and the continuing journey ahead. 
Over the past three decades, NGOs have 
transcended their initial roles to become key 
contributors to global governance. Their 
participation has enriched discussions, shaped 
policies, and driven initiatives that address critical 
issues such as poverty, hunger, decent jobs, 
homelessness, gender inequality, etc. 

Reaffirming resolution A/78/L.93, which was adopted 
on Tuesday, 16 July 2024 published in the Journal of 
the United Nations and the Modalities of the “World 
Social Summit”, under the title “The Second World 
Summit for Social Development”, it offers a unique 
opportunity for NGOs to drive meaningful change, 
leveraging our collective expertise and on-the-ground 
experience to address pressing global challenges and 
invigorate efforts towards the Sustainable 
Development Goals. 

 
To do this, the NGO-Coalition for Social Development 
has adopted a regional consultative summit dude 
named “GAMBIA2026” to begin elevating 
conversations around key outcomes of the 2025 
Second World Summit for Social Development in 
Doha. 

Despite notable progress, challenges such as power 
imbalances and funding disparities persist, particularly 
for NGOs from the Global South. Yet, the growing 
trend towards collaboration and mutual respect 
underscores a strengthened partnership between the 
UN and civil society. 

Together, we stand poised to shape a future where 
global governance is more inclusive, equitable, and 
effective in addressing the needs of all. 
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WHY GAMBIA? 
 

The GAMBIA-2026 regional consultation workshop is powered by the NGO Coalition for Social 
Development and supported by the Gambian NGO Affair Agency of the Ministry of Lands, Regional 
Government, and Religious Affairs. 

The Gambia presents an excellent choice to host the NGO Consultative Summit for Social Development, 
“Common Space”, for several compelling reasons: the country is globally recognized for its commitment to 
social development, human rights, and gender equality. The country's progressive policies and initiatives, 
such as its focus on Indigenous rights and social welfare programs, reflect a deep dedication to social 
justice that aligns with the summit’s goals. 

The Gambia offers a stable and secure environment for international gatherings, hosting the National 
NGO Conference. Its well-developed infrastructure, including SDK state-of-the-art conference facilities 
and extensive experience in hosting international events, ensures that the summit will run smoothly and 
effectively. The Gambia is known for its commitment to global cooperation and multilateralism. The 
country’s support for international organizations and agreements aligns with the summit's objectives of 
fostering worldwide dialogue and collaboration. 

The Gambia’s multicultural and inclusive society is a testament to its commitment to diversity and equity. 
Hosting the summit in The Gambia would provide a platform to highlight and discuss best practices in 
fostering inclusive communities and addressing the needs of marginalized groups 

 
We = Local Host is an alliance of over 234 social development organizations, Universities, child protection 
services, philanthropists, CSOs, faith-based organizations, social services, TANGO, NGO affairs, UN 
agencies, Youth and Women Led Initiatives, and corporate businesses that are establishing platforms for 
nurturing social development and showcasing innovation through leadership globally. 

 
As the global social narrative continues to become mainstream, we remain focused on the key issues that 
support basic human life: food, water, shelter, and clothing. We seek Humane - stories that illustrate 
answers to questions, and solutions to critical insights into the urgency for systemic change. 

 
Our planned activities in 2026-2030 offer a great opportunity to bring Global NGOs to the forefront on the 
international stage, to strengthen Innovation as a crucial force for change, and to connect around global 
issues across the continent. It is also a chance for international campaigning to stimulate international 
awareness and accelerate the outcome of the 2026 SWSS and meaningful engagement on an 
international stage, from October 12-16, 2026, in Sir Dawda Kairaba Conventional Conference Center 
(SDKCCC) Senegambia, Banjul The Gambia. 

We are happy to talk to you about any questions, feedback, or propositions concerning the event. 

 

   

Malang Sambou 
Lead. Local Organizing Committee (LOC). 

Executive Director, 
 MBOLO Association Gambia 

Ebrima Jarbo 
Executive Director, NGO Affairs Agency  
(Major, Partner) Ministry of Lands, Regional 

Governance and Religious Affairs. The Republic of Gambia 

Melvine Wajiri 
Chair, NGO Coalition for Social Development 

Director, PEP Africa, International USA 
( Concept Owner / Organizer) 
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BACKGROUD & RATIONAL 

THE SUMMIT 

Global progress toward social development continues to be 
uneven. Many populations around the world face widening 
inequalities, persistent poverty, and increasing social 
exclusion, especially among vulnerable groups. In response to 
these challenges, the Second World Summit on Social 
Development (SWSS) reaffirmed a global commitment to 
inclusive development, social protection, and the promotion of 
human well-being. The Doha Outcome for Social Development 
has been established to guide the next phase of collective 
action on these issues. 

Civil society is a critical force in turning these commitments 
into real and accountable measures. Despite this important 
role, many regions lack coordinated platforms that enable civil 
society actors to align their activities, share experiences, and 
monitor progress on national and international commitments. 
This gap hinders the effectiveness and impact of civil society 
efforts. 

To address this challenge, the NGO Coalition for Social 
Development, in collaboration with the NGO Affairs Agency 
within the Ministry of Lands, Regional Government, and 
Religious Affairs in The Gambia, is organizing a Global 
Workshop for the Restitution of the SECOND WORLD SOCIAL 
SUMMIT (SWSS) in Senegambia, scheduled for October 12–
16, 2026. This event aims to strengthen grassroots 
solidarity, enhance regional coherence, and establish a 
foundation for collective civil society engagement in 
implementing and monitoring the Doha Outcome. 

 
PURPOSE OF THE WORKSHOP 

 
The workshop aims to: 

 Unite civil society stakeholders in advancing social 
development priorities in alignment with the SWSS 
and the 2025 Doha Outcome. 

 Develop a Civil Society Framework of Action (CSFA) to 
guide regional monitoring, reporting, and advocacy 
efforts. 

 Launch “NGO-Common Space,” an annual civil society 
initiative designed to mobilize, connect, and amplify 
collective action. 

 Strengthening grassroots resilience and coherence 
across sectors and regions by creating a collaborative 
platform for knowledge exchange. 

 Highlight ongoing civil society initiatives and connect 
them with global advocacy campaigns and 
development processes. 
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Encourages: 

International development partners, embassies, as well as the private sector, financial 

institutions, foundations and other investors in a position to do so, to support the 

preparations for GAMBIA-2026 through voluntary contributions to a trust fund. This will 

enable the echo the voices of the Global South participation, and representatives of 

developing countries and underserved communities to add their voices to the Summit. 

Priority being given to representatives of youth led organizations, women, children, 

disability community, indigenous groupings, aging people, people of African descent and 

small island developing States, including coverage of economy-class air tickets, daily 

subsistence allowances and terminal expenses, in the meetings of the Summit. 
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SPONSORSHIP/INVESTMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 

 

The Climate Impact & Social Development (CISD) 

Summit offers strategic sponsorship opportunities 

for organizations committed to advancing climate 

action and social development. Sponsors/Investors 

gain visibility, networking opportunities, and 

recognition as leaders in sustainability and impact. 

 

 
THREE MAJOR 

SPONSORSHIP/INVESTMENT 

LEVELS TAILORED TO YOU 

Sponsors/Investors will gain: 

 

Visibility among global climate and 

development leaders 

Strategic partnerships and 

networking opportunities 

Positioning as a champion of climate 

and social impact 

Access to emerging climate 

innovations and initiatives 

 

PLATINUM 
SPONSOR/ 
INVESTOR 
-$25,000 

The Platinum Sponsor 
/Investor represents the 

highest level of 
partnership for this 

project. This tier is 
designed to recognize 

organizations or individuals 
who make substantial 

contribution. Platinum 
receives the greatest level 
of visibility, speaking 

opportunities, and 
advertisement throughout 

the event, branding and 
marketing materials. 

GOLD 
SPONSOR/
INVESTOR 
- $15,000 

 
The Gold Sponsor/Investor 

tier is the second highest 
sponsorship level. Gold  
play a vital role in 

supporting the project's 
objectives and are given 

substantial recognition, 

including key branding 

opportunities and special 
thanks during the event. 

SILVER 
SPONSOR/
INVESTOR 
- $10,000 

 
Silver Sponsors/Investors 

contribute valuable 
assistance to the project. 
This level provides 

opportunities for visibility 
and acknowledgement, 

ensuring Silver are 
recognized for their 

important contributions.

The GAMBIA-2026 Summit is a catalytic platform bringing together global leaders, innovators, policymakers, investors, 
and community change-makers to accelerate solutions that address climate challenges while advancing social and 
economic development. By investing in the CISD Summit, partners help unlock transformative climate innovations, 
empower vulnerable communities, and scale sustainable solutions that drive real-world impact. The summit offers a unique 
opportunity for sponsors to demonstrate leadership in climate action, gain strategic visibility among key stakeholders, and 
contribute to building resilient, inclusive, and sustainable communities for the future. 
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 REACH YOUR TARGET MARKET: 

The “COMMONSPACE” ceremony is the ideal 

platform to network with the most appropriate 
vendors, solution providers, and customers for 

your product or service, and will provide 

premium brand visibility opportunities. 
 
 
 
 

 

MEET NEW CUSTOMERS: 

Some of the biggest, most influential decision-
makers in every leading industry in the region will 

grace the event. This is your chance to mingle and 
network with the brightest minds and enhance your 

scope for developing new business relations. 

 
 
 
 

 

 ENTERTAIN CLIENTS: 

The evening of the “COMMONSPACE” s ceremony 
promises to be a fun-filled and exciting evening, 

with a stellar line up live act. You can be part of a 
memorable and fruitful evening with the industry’s 

best. 

 MEET NEW CUSTOMERS: 

The “COMMONSPACE” offers an opportunity to meet 
a plethora of stakeholders in development and C-

level Executives. By signing up for our premium 
sponsorship/investment packages, you can avail 

yourself of a range of media services that can 
accelerate and enhance brand visibility in influential 

circles. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

    YEAR-ROUND BRAND EXPOSURE: 

By signing up for sponsorship packages, you can 

capitalize on brand exposure for up to a year before 

the ceremony. Your company logo will appear on 
the website in the run-up to the ceremony, and on 

prime positions on all marketing collateral. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

          ENHANCE YOUR BRAND PRESENCE: 

With a capped number of sponsors/investors, be 
an exclusive sponsor with your logo on the on-

site menu cards, side screens, and event 
program. 
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LET’S CONNECT 

 +220 771 2893 

+220 753 3085 

 EBRIMAJARBO@GMAIL.COM 

 MALANG@M-BOLO.ORG 

www.ngocsocd.org 
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